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Biography
Marc Langheinrich received a masters degree in computer science from the University of Bielefeld, Germany, in
1997. Starting in the fall of 1995, he spent a year as a Fulbright Scholar at the University of Washington, where he
also completed his thesis work in the fields of information retrieval and software agents. In the fall of 1997 he
joined NEC Research in Japan where he has been working on projects involving personalization and electronic
commerce. Since October 1999 he is a research assistant in the Distributed Systems Group at the ETH Zurich, Swit-
zerland. 

Research Interests
Marc’s main research interest lie at the intersection of privacy and ubiquitous computing. It is easy to imagine that
in a world full of invisible sensory systems, comprehensive digital dossiers could be easily and inconspicuously
collected. This poses several challenges to the design of ubiquitous systems: Which communication protocols en-
sure adequate levels of privacy protection? How can user interfaces be structured to provide users with control over
their personal information? And how feasible is a comprehensive protection in a world of countless "smart" devic-
es?

The Platform for Privacy Preferences Project (P3P)
As part of the Platform for Privacy Preferences Project (P3P), Marc is chairing the APPEL Subgroup at the World
Wide Web Consortium (W3C). P3P is emerging as an industry standard providing a simple, automated way for
users to gain more control over the use of personal information on Web sites they visit. At its most basic level, P3P
is a standardized set of multiple-choice questions, covering all the major aspects of a Web site's privacy policies.
Taken together, they present a clear snapshot of how a site handles personal information about its users. P3P-ena-
bled Web sites make this information available in a standard, machine-readable format. 

For more information, see www.w3.org/P3P
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